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REMARKS 

m the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1-35 under 35 USC § 102(e). 

This rejection is fully traversed below. 

Claim 13 has been amended to clarify the subject matter regarded a, the 
invention Thus, claims 1-35 remain pending in the applicat,on. 

London of me application is respectfully requested based on the 

following remarks. 

|ntheOffiMAo0on . the Examine, rejected claims 1-35 under 35 OSC i 102(e) 

as being 3n.icipe.ed by Suda (U.S. Paten. Publication 2004/0123059). App.,can«e 

re5P T"elT; e — nper.ine.oaren.vabieda.s.ora.e devices 
indigent operates as one large date stenage region or as multiple, smaller date 
nt 9 ,on, The removable date storage device can be used in no, only modem 
11* produete (using 32-btt addressing but also legacy ^,^™ a » 
addressing). A boa. device cen couple te tee removabte storage dav,ce to access date 

otd inrto tee removable s.o ra ge device, in generai, hoe, devices are ete*oruc 
devices such as cameras, hand-heid computers. set-top boxes, hand-held or otee, 
small audio playere^comers (e.g., MP3 devices), and medical moratory 

Claim 1 pertains to a method for reading date from a memory oand tea. provdes 
no^rJonage. The method can be explained as follows. According .o cla,m 1, a 
memory card is inWally activated as a singte <in*al> volume. From tee ,n„te, volume, 
volume information is reteeved. Then, based on tee volume mfomnatton. ^s 
determined wheteer one or mutt»le voiumes are present on tee memory For 
example the volume information can Indicate whether tee voiume . formatted for FAT 
7Z as opposed te FAT-32 files). In tea even, tea, tee volume information Indicates 
ha Z one Lme is presen. on tee memory cand. .he memory card 
single volume. On tee oteer hand, when te. voiume Information a^«m-£ 
voles are presen, on tee memory card, tee memory card . operated as a p,ural«y of 

distinct volumes. 
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Su da describes a memory M can have a plural* 0. stomge areas . The 
^ •. = hte to switch between the plurality of storage areas so that the memory 
memory card . able tosw^h * ^ of thefl , e system . 

^rgrCX^eLas.memorv^lnSudemereVse^o - 
rsto'raTereas to be utilized a, a given point in time. The sum of me capacties of the 
olurality of storage areas is the total capacity of the memory card. 

Torder to define whether the memory card has a plurality of storage areas, 
suda describes two different methods for maKing the determination One method 
concerns providing a flag in a convemiona, reserved area inside an mternal memoiy 
Tbe other approach adds an interna, register (at leas, one) for *. 
intema. register 18 for the plural storage areas 'retains the ouantty of of toe*** 
inside the memory cam 3 and a flag indicating the area which • currently selected. 
S da. co,. 3. paragraph 43. As such, Suda does not teach or suggest any —on 
C volume information, such as file format, to determine whether a single volume or 
mu ,«p,e volumes are present on toe memory cerd. Indeed, the — ^ ™ 
todaim 1 canbeuUlizedwitodtne-entfiletormatting. In otherwords the memoo eard 
according to claim t can be utilized with a file system (large capacrty) usmg FAT-32fites 
or a file system (moderate capac*) using FAT-16 flies. The memory cards descnbed 
in Suda, however, are on* useful for a file system of a single format, namely, FAT-16^ 
,„ this regam. at page 2. paragraph 30, Suda stetes: "According to the memo* ^rd of 
the firs, embodiment, it is possible to handle a storage capacity larger than the margma. 
capacity of the file system by means of providing plural storage areas. Moreover, s,noe 
the memory cant host device » required to correspond on* to a single cone* rr*to* 
of the file system, it Is possible to simplify the conflguraflon of the memory card host 

^'For toe reasons noted above, it is submitted that claim 1 is patentably distinct 

Similarly, claim 13 pertains to a memory card that includes a controller for 
accessing data stored in a non-volatile data storage provided on the memory cam. 
Sp«, toe controller "examines toe portion information stored in said non-vclalle 
XtoZ to determine whetoer toe stogie partem orlhe muKple partitions arebemg 
Z LL on toe pamfion informal (Cairn 13. Unas 10-12). Hence, toe same non- 
Iflle date storage is ufilted as eitoer as a singte partition (e.g., single volume) or as 
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> P n Hhe reasons noted above, It is submitted 
muKple partitions (e.g.. multiple volumes). For the teas 

ma , claim 13 Is also patentably distinct from Suda. ^ # 

Claim 19 pertains to a memo* dev.ce mat al ^^ Hence , for the 

reasons noted above. . * submit -™ 9 ^ ^ that provMes 

Cairn 26 pertains ™£ * ^ one or multiple 

non-volatile data storage. The melhod operas 1 ^ ^ ^ 
volumes are p re sant on the memory* ,rd ba . ^ volume or 

memory card. Hence, the memory card ,s operated as p 3 ^ 

from Suda. ^ 1Q 26 and 28 are 

Based on the foregoing, it to submitted that cla.ms 1 . 1 3. 19. 26 and 8 

14-1 8, 20-25, 27 and 29-3o are a.so h » dependent claims are 

Examiner withdraw the rejection of claims 1-35 under 35 USC §102(e). 
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SUMMARY 



It is submitted that claims 1-35 are patentably distinct from Suda. 
Reconsideration of the application and an early Notice of Allowance are earnestly 
solicited. 

If there are any issues remaining which the Examiner believes could be resolved 
through either a Supplemental Response or an Examiner's Amendment, the Examiner 
is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number 
listed below. 

Applicants believe that all pending claims are allowable and respectfully requests 
a Notice of Allowance for this application from the Examiner. Should the Examiner 
believe that a telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of this application, 
the undersigned can be reached at the telephone number set out below. 

Applicants hereby petition for an extension of time which may be required to 
maintain the pendency of this case, and any required fee for such extension or any 
further fee required in connection with the filing of this Amendment is to be charged to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0388 (Order No. SDK1P017). 



Respectfully submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 




C. Douglass Thomas 
Reg. No. 32,947 



P.O. Box 70250 
Oakland, CA 94612-0250 
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